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Everyone is Welcome to LFE Meetings! 
LFE club meetings are held on the first 

Saturday of each month at the LFE field. 
 

 

 

2026 LFE Board of Directors 

 
Group A (2025/2026 term): 
Jay Raimondi     (510)459-5185 
Julius Bertolucci (925)373-1687 

Doug Clarke (925)789-7542  
Norm Arndt (619)540-3933 
Nick Khokhlienkov (650)670-6926 
 
Group B (2026/2027 term): 
Ed Becker (925)518-0674 
Billy Truelove (925)895-7554 
Ken Butler (925)437-1641 
Eric Schellenberger(925)980-9516 
 

 

2026 LFE Club Officers & Flight Instructors 
President  Jay Raimondi 
Vice President Julius Bertolucci 
Treasurer Tom Bilotti 
Assistant Treasurer Ken Butler 
Secretary  
Membership Chairman Terry O’Rourke 
Events Coordinator Billy Truelove 
Safety Officer Jeff Stern   
Field Maintenance Chairman Tom Bennett 
Quartermaster  Doug Clarke 
Chief Flight Instructor Tom Bennett 
Flight Instructors Jeff Hollfelder 
 Lou Rodriguez 
 Mark Freseman   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Editor and Web Master: Edward 
Becker 

Email:  Newsletter@lferc.com 
 

Newsletter Deadline: Any information to be 
included in The Flyer should be submitted to the 
email listed above no later than the 25th of the 
month for inclusion in the next newsletter.  All 
submissions should be in plain text or Microsoft 
Word format in 12-point Arial.  Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce any part of “The 
Flyer” provided source credit is given.   

 

 

Club Information: 
 

Real-time weather and field cameras – 
www.lferc.com and select “Weather & 
Cameras” 

 
Board of Directors: directors@lferc.com 

 
Mailing Address:  
      Livermore Flying Electrons RC Club, Inc. 
      P.O. Box 2182 
      Livermore, Ca. 94551 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Newsletter@lferc.com
http://www.lferc.com/
mailto:directors@lferc.com
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From The Editor 

By Ed Becker 
LFE Newsletter Editor 

 
Greetings LFE club members!  I hope that you 
and your families are having a great summer.  
 
I came across a company called Wind Catcher 
RC that sells materials and accessories for r/c 
modelers.  They have great prices and I 
recently placed an order for square carbon fiber 
tubing.  I have no financial affiliation with the 
company, just wanted to share a resource. 
 
Last weekend LFE hosted its annual warbird 
event, Warbirds Over Livermore 2026.  The 
event started on Friday followed by a Night Fly 
event.  Thanks to Billy for organizing and 
running the Night Fly event.  Saturday was a 
beautiful day with wind down the runway.  We 
had 50 registered pilots and probably 100 total 
attendees.   

 

 
 
Thanks to Tom Bennett and Michael Edwards 
for preparing the field for the event, it looked 
great!  Thanks also to the BBQ Team that 
prepared delicious carne asada! 
 
The BBQ Team from left to right: Mark, Terry, 
Woody, Oscar, Doug, Mike, Jay and Tony.  Not 
shown are Heba and Carol.  On behalf of the 
club, thank you! 

 
  

 
 

https://windcatcherrc.com/
https://windcatcherrc.com/
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Here is Daryl Rolla and Lynsel Miller with 
Daryl’s beautiful P51-B Mustang built from Jerry 
Bates plans. 

 
 
Antonio Counsil (left) and Chris Luvara with 
their P47 Thunderbolt and P51D Mustang. 

 

 
Ken Leung (right) and his spotter Jung Yang 
with Ken’s Yellow Aircraft Supermarine Spitfire 
Mk. XIVc. 

 
 
There were many models in the noontime lineup 
where pilots voted on the Pilots Choice award. 

 
 
 



Page 4 The Flyer 

 

 
Including a large number of Grumman F7F 
Tigercats that flew together. 

 
 
 
There was a lot of flying all day, including 
several turbine flights flown by Michael Edwards 
(left) and Andrew Ritschel (right), demonstrating 
how turbines can be flown safely at LFE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michael’s Fly-Model NavyCat after rotation. 

 
 
Andrew’s T33 on the takeoff roll with smoke on! 

 
 
And a high-arching pass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 5 The Flyer 

 

 
As in prior years there were awards in four 
categories. Thanks to Jeff Stern for making the 
beautiful plaques!  Lane Davidson won Best 
WWI for his Fokker DVII. 

 
 
Here’s Lane (right) and his spotter Michael 
Radu with his model preparing for another 
sortie: 

 

 
Andrew Ritschel won Best Military Jet for his T-
33. 

 
 
 
Here’s Andrew’s T-33 on the runway. 
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Chris Walsh won Best WWII for his Junkers 
JU87 Stuka dive bomber. 

 
 
Chris’ Stuka makes another pass! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Radu won Pilots Choice for his 
Supermarine Seafire. 

 
 
Michael’s Seafire in the flare. 
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We were joined by AMA District X Vice 
President (VP) JR Schiager (center) and AMA 
District X Associate VPs David Bettencourt (left) 
and John Johnson (right).  They enjoyed 
meeting their District X constituents and we had 
some good conversations. 

 
 
Every pilot received a gift and a T-shirt 
designed and donated by my wife Andrea and 
me. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
More photos are available in the LFE Photo 
Gallery here 
 
 

http://www.lferc.com/PhotoAlbum
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All in all, it was a fun event.  I always welcome 
suggestions for improving the event and 
afterwards receive a suggestion for having time 
windows for foamies, slower planes, and less 
experienced pilots, so we will have that next 
year to make sure everyone gets to fly. 
 
Until next year, 
 
-Ed Becker 
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President’s Column 
By Jay Raimondi 

LFE President 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026  

Jay Raimondi, President 

A Record-Setting August and a Heartfelt 
Thank You 

August was an outstanding month for 

Livermore Flying Electrons. Members, please 

take a few minutes to enjoy all of the photos 

from our Night Flight and Warbirds Over 

Livermore events. They capture only a portion 

of the energy, camaraderie, and great flying we 

experienced. A huge thank-you goes to Billy 

and Ed for organizing these two successful 

events. This year brought our best turnout ever, 

with more than 40 registered pilots and 100 total 

attendees. 

 

 

Events of this scale do not happen on their own. 

When you come to the field, please take a 

moment to thank the many volunteers who give 

up their own flying time so that you and your 

families can enjoy our club's many activities. 

The barbecue was terrific, and we owe special 

thanks to Doug, Phil, Big Mike, Terry, Mark, 

Oscar, KenBro, Woody, Heba, Carol, and Tony. 

Thank you as well to Jeff Stern, Tom, Mikey, 

and Brian for their important contributions 

throughout the events. 

And in case you did not notice, the field 

received a major cleanup in preparation for the 

weekend. Tom and Mikey put in a tremendous 

amount of work to make the field look its best. 

 

 

OTHER UPDATES AND REMINDERS 

Club Website. Your Board of Directors 

has selected Dual Rates as the new 

website hosting provider for 

LFERC.com. The transition is scheduled 

to be completed by the end of October. 

This will be a significant enhancement to 

our membership-renewal workflow. More 

information will follow. 

What a great group of volunteers! 

Their energy, generosity, and club spirit are a 

big part of what makes LFE such a special 

organization. Please join me in thanking 

everyone who helped make August's events 

safe, welcoming, and memorable. 

 

THIS SATURDAY: OUR FIRST WEEKEND 

FLOAT FLY 

Saturday, August 29, 2026 

This is a great opportunity to experience the 

event, even as a spectator. Come out and 

enjoy a different kind of flying day with your 

fellow members. 
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Spektrum Radio Flyers. Please 

become familiar with the telemetry flight 

logs and warning reports available on 

most Spektrum systems. These tools 

can help you understand whether your 

aircraft is experiencing reception 

problems. Ask one of us for assistance 

or search YouTube for instructions 

specific to your radio. A "hold" indicates 

that the radio link was interrupted long 

enough that the system temporarily 

could not control the aircraft. Any hold 

should be investigated before the next 

flight. 

Flight Station Etiquette. While you are 

flying, only one other member pilot may 

stand beside you at the flight station. 

That person should be there to assist 

with the safe operation of the aircraft, not 

for unrelated conversation. Guests must 

remain behind the first fence. 

See you at the field - and at the Float Fly! 

Jay Raimondi 
President, Livermore Flying Electrons 
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Gas, Check! Battery, Check! Safe Pilot? 
by Marc Niehus 

“The best safety device of any aircraft is a well-
trained pilot.” 

 
If you have heard this phrase before—or for the 
first time—it needs to be said again. When was 
the last time you were at the field and saw 
something that you thought looked unsafe? 
What did you say to that person who was 
committing the unsafe act? Did you say 
anything or think to yourself, “that guy’s been a 
pilot for a long time. I’m sure he knows what 
he’s doing.” Did you know that, under the 
Official Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) 
Aircraft Safety Code, you should ask that 
person about their actions if they appear to be 
doing something in an unsafe manner? 
 
I was new to the club and the pits were busy. 
Trying to stay out of other people’s way, I set up 
my airplanes behind the line of airplanes in the 
pits. I remember getting a few funny looks as if 
my fly was open. I won’t mention Rich’s name, 
but finally this pilot told me that they could make 
some room on the line for me and not to set up 
behind others in case something would happen. 
Others looked at me while he acted!  
 
Before I write this next part, please knock on 
wood! The Aerohawks have not had any major 
accidents. Does this mean that we are a safe 
club—yes! Does this mean that because we are 
safe, we are immune from having a major 
accident—no!  
 
This brings me back to being a well-trained 
pilot. Here are a few selected safety rules and 
practices that you might want to think about the 
next time you’re out at the field. So grab your 
favorite book of faith or a Model Aviation 
magazine, place your left hand on it while 
raising your right, and repeat after me:  
 
l. I shall not willfully fly my model aircraft in a 
reckless and/or dangerous manner. This one is 
self-explanatory. Don’t fly beyond your skill level 
without a spotter or an instructor. If you are 
flying you’re brand new high-performance 

model, have someone with experience help you 
out, maybe even fly it for you the first time.  
 
2. I shall not fly my model aircraft until it has 
been proven airworthy. This includes range 
checks, making sure everything is secured, 
battery charged, fuel in the tank, correct control 
deflections. Have an experienced pilot look at 
your airplane if you’re getting ready for its first 
flight or after a major repair. Believe it or not, 
you might have missed something!  
 
3. I shall not operate model aircraft with metal-
blade propellers or with gaseous boosts (other 
than air), nor will I operate model aircraft with 
fuels containing tetranitromethane or hydrazine.  
 
4. I shall not fly over houses or buildings in the 
vicinity of the flying field. No one, on or off the 
field, should ever have cause to feel threatened 
by one of our aircraft. This is a big one! If you 
see it happening, tell the individual and tell your 
safety officer. It needs reported so the club can 
correct the wrong. If you do it by accident, admit 
it so it can be corrected.  
 
5. Children under six years old are only allowed 
on a flightline or in a flight area as a pilot or 
while under flight instruction. Watch your kids! 
Yes, this can be a great hobby to involve your 
sons and daughters in, but do you want to pay 
for someone’s airplane that was wrecked by 
your child by accident? Worse yet, have your 
child end up one finger short of a full hand. 
Aerohawks club policy includes that your 
children must also have someone designated to 
watch them while you fly. Supervise your family!  
 
6. At all flying sites a straight or curved flightline 
must be established, in front of which all flying 
takes place. Only personnel associated with 
flying the model aircraft are allowed at or in front 
of the flightline. When you’re pulling out of the 
pits—ask, announce, communicate your 
intentions, and give the right-of-way to the 
people flying. It’s just “plane” considerate!  
 
7. No powered model may be flown outdoors 
closer than 25 feet to any individual. When 
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taxiing your aircraft to the pits, do not point the 
aircraft into the pits. Kill the engine, grab the tail, 
and push it the rest of the way. This one I saw 
firsthand and it scared the you-know-what out of 
me.  
 
8. AMA has seven of 17 bullet points that just 
involve propellers. This means that fast, 
spinning, sharp things do damage. In a nutshell, 
don’t use repaired blades, do keep all body 
parts out of propeller arc, do check that your 
propeller is securely fastened, do exercise 
extreme caution when making needle valve 
adjustments and make them from behind the 
spinning propeller (unless of course you have a 
pusher.)  
 
9. Airplanes must be secured in the pit area at 
all times when the engine is running, with 
engine facing the fence and away from all 
spectators and the pilot. The use of some type 
of restraining device is required when starting 
and running aircraft in the pit area. Do not leave 
airplanes unattended during run-ups or break-
ins. These should be accomplished in the 
designated area at the south end of the pit.  
 
The preceding is an abbreviation of AMA 
General and Radio Control Rules, Safety 
Recommendations published by AMA, and the 
Iowa City Aerohawks club rules. The full 
document for the 2007 Official AMA Aircraft 
Safety Code is located at www.modelaircraft.org 
and you need to check out our Web site for the 
full version of the club rules: 
www.iowacityaerohawks.com.  
 
Let’s all work together and make this another 
safe year for the Aerohawks. Be considerate to 
other fliers, communicate what you are doing 
when it comes to sharing the air (last year I 
witnessed two mid-airs,) and if you see 
someone doing something unsafe or that you 
might think is unsafe, say it! What we do as an 
individual reflects the club! Q 

  

 
Crazy Glue Safety 

From the Rock River Aero Modeler Society, 
Janesville, Wisconsin 

When using Crazy Glue there are certain 
precautions that need to be addressed:  
 
1. Using small amounts and not using it directly 
from the bottle not only is efficient, but is also 
safer.  
 
2. Many people are allergic to this type of glue 
so take steps to ensure that exposure is 
minimized by protective gloves and proper 
respiratory gear.  
 
3. Since the fumes from Crazy Glue are not 
safe, anyone who uses this glue should also 
work with a gas mask and safety glasses when 
a lot of this material is involved.  
 
Sounds like overkill, but if it prevents a serious 
injury due to a spill accident, it could be worth 
the extra effort.  

 
 
 

Windy Days: Good Rudder Practice Days 
from the Ocean County Modelers, Inc., 

Lakehurst, New Jersey 
by Salvatore Piu 

 
One of my friends asked me for some flight 
training, but canceled a few times because of 
windy conditions. For student pilots—since 
student pilots usually are flying on a buddy-box 
system anyway—take advantage of this: get 
some buddy-box stick time on a windy day. 
  
There are several benefits for students to do 
this while still using the buddy-box system. First, 
in order to keep the airplane under desired and 
controlled conditions, wind generally forces 
student pilots to be more active to maintain 
control during the flight, which equates to a 
faster learning curve.  
  
Second, we always have some amount of wind 
at the field, therefore pilots should not be afraid 

http://www.iowacityaerohawks.com/
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of it. Better yet, pilots should learn how to deal 
with windy conditions, provided the model is 
capable of flying in that condition. An electric 
foamy airplane weighing less than 10 ounces, 
for instance, should not be flown on windy days, 
especially by a student pilot or one having 
recently soloed.  
  
An underpowered or marginally powered model 
will also be more sensitive to even light wind. 
The general rule of thumb I use for not flying 
because it’s too windy depends on how hard it 
is to assemble the model in the wind. If the wind 
places my model at high risk for damage during 
assembly, then it’s too windy to fly.  
  
I have flown in excessively windy conditions a 
few times over the years. However, in each 
case, the flight was no longer enjoyable 
because I was constantly correcting for wind-
related issues, with the landing being the most 
intensive and nerve-racking part of the flight.  
  
If the wind is a little annoyance during 
assembly, I will fly knowing the wind will be a 
little annoyance to contend with in the flight 
also. I call windy days “good rudder practice 
days” because rudder typically needs to be 
used more often on windy flights.  
  
Bottom line: fly a few times in moderate wind 
conditions while you are a student on a buddy-
box system because it will make you a better 
overall pilot. Q 

  

 
 Turning Your Trainer into a Fun-Fly Airplane 

by Ed Moorman 

You’ve got a club fun-fly coming up and want to 
enter. Which one of your airplanes should you 
use? Your low winger? Your old trainer? Should 
you build a new one? Some clubs restrict you 
from using specialty fun-fly airplanes in local 
club meets. You know, the ones with the 
carbon-fiber boom and the single big wheel. If 
this is the case, the best airplane you can use is 
your old trainer!  

The first thing you want to do is find out what 
kind of events are typically in your local fun-flys. 
Usually you’ll have Most Loops in a certain time, 
Taxi Race, Spot Landings, Climb ’n Glide, 
Limbo, and other events similar to these. The 
Loop Landing, Touch ’n Goes, Dixie Death (take 
off, 3 loops, 3 rolls, land for time), and inverted 
limbo events are generally left to the real 
competition fliers and usually not flown locally 
unless your club is a hotbed of fun-fly activity. 
So for your local events, you’ll need a light 
model with a lot of lift and a good engine. What 
does this sound like? Sounds like a trainer with 
a hot .46 to me. Pull out your old FP .40 and 
drop in a .46. Add a lot of control throw and you 
are in business.  

Here are some modifications you can do to turn 
your trainer into a ringer for fun-fly events.  

1. Replace the original landing gear with a much 
wider one. Your old trainer’s worst event may 
be the Taxi Race. It might have a tendency to 
tip over, especially if there is any wind. You will 
also want to add a wire between the gear legs. 
The wire gear normally found on trainers always 
tends to spread out letting the tail sit lower. This 
makes it easy to hit the nose wheel first, 
insuring a bounce. You want the airplane level, 
so take some 1/16 wire, bend to shape, and 
wrap and solder it between the gear legs down 
by the wheels. Pull the legs together so the 
airplane sits level.  

2. Install your most powerful .40 to .50 engine. If 
there are events that require you to loop, set the 
needle valve so the engine runs slightly rich in 
level flight. Under G-forces during the loops, the 
engine will lean out to max power.  

I sometimes have trouble convincing people to 
do this. Go up and do 10 loops in a row and see 
if your engine sags or not. If your engine is set 
screaming lean, you won’t get 5 loops before it 
sags. Most people's engines will sag at 7-8 
loops. You need to set it a little richer for loop 
events and also for Climb ’n Glide.  

Set your elevator throw by going up and doing 
several loops at full back stick. As the airplane 
goes through the loops it may slow down and 
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try to stall. This is why you need a powerful .46 
engine, to keep your speed up in maneuvers. If 
the airplane stalls and rolls out of the loop or 
drops a wing, land and reduce the elevator 
movement. If it can do continuous loops, land 
and increase throw. Do this until you can do 10 
of the tightest loops possible without stalling.  

3. Next, if you get a chance, remove the 
ailerons and replace them with 2-inch-wide 
aileron stock. Going to ailerons wider than 2 
inches would probably require two aileron 
servos which many people might not want to 
undertake. If you do, look for “The Moorman 
Flies: Using Two Aileron Servos” on RC Online.  

After you install the wider ailerons, seal the 
aileron-wing gap on the bottom with tape or 
MonoKote. If you are not going to change out 
the ailerons, seal the ones you have. Sealing 
the ailerons will increase their authority, giving 
you a higher roll rate. Install your most powerful 
servo on ailerons. If there are going to be 
events with rolls in them, set the throw for all 
you can handle. Guys with computer radios will 
need exponential.  

There is a one-time way to make wider ailerons. 
Go to a drug store and pick up some poster 
board. Cut a strip 4 inches wide, fold it down the 
middle, and tape it to your original ailerons. You 
will have to clean them off with alcohol or 
acetone first to get the tape to stick. Remember, 
you are going to need a strong servo on 
ailerons.  

4. Flaperons and Spoilers: Here’s how you can 
have flaps without the aid of a computer radio. 
Make up three sets of aileron pushrods. This 
includes the servo arm, pushrods, and devices. 
One set will put the ailerons level for normal 
flying and events like Climb ’n Glide. A second 
set will be short and pull the ailerons down 
about 20-30 degrees or so. You’ll have to 
experiment to get the best setting. These are 
your loop ailerons. Down flaps will give you 
tighter loops. You’ll need to test fly to see where 
the elevator trim has to be for flying with flaps.  

The final set, or premade aileron pushrods, is 
for Touch ’n Goes. This set gives you about 10-

15° of up ailerons. Up ailerons, or spoilers, will 
kill some of the lift your trainer is making and 
keep it from floating. This will let you make 
faster Touch ’n Goes.  

All right, let’s see what we have. We have a 
trainer that should have the same power as the 
other guys and it ought to be as light or lighter. 
It ought to glide much better than any airplane 
with a fat, thick, symmetrical airfoil. With 
flaperons down it ought to loop with just about 
anything. Even without flaperons, the light-
weight, high-lift, flat-bottom airfoil and lot of 
power should keep you in the ball game. All 
trainers are floaters, but setting the ailerons 
slightly up like spoilers should help you get 
down quicker. This should be a very competitive 
airplane in local fun-flys. 

If you don’t have a trainer and want a good club 
fun-fly airplane, I suggest a Sig Kadet Serorita. 
It is big and light. This model is built from sticks 
and ribs. Build the wing flat and replace the 
spars with spruce. If you can, leave off the cabin 
and just build a box fuselage out of sticks. The 
airplane was originally a three-channel trainer 
without ailerons, so use two servos and make 
some 3-inch wide ailerons out of sticks and 
cover with MonoKote. Use Kevlar cord for 
bracing on the tail. Use a wide and fairly long 
gear for good propeller clearance. This airplane 
should be very light and, with a hot .46, should 
be a sleeper in local fun-flys. 
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LFE is looking for a club Secretary.  No August 

meeting minutes were available at time of 

publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Secretary’s 

Report 
 
By TBD 
LFE Secretary 


