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The Monthly Newsletter of the Livermore Flying Electrons RC Club

Everyone is Welcome to LFE Meetings!

Membership meetings are held at the Livermore airport
terminal on the second Wednesday of each month at 7
PM. Feel Free to bring in your latest project for Show-n-
tell! All guests are welcome.

Next Meeting : At the Livermore Airport terminal,
Wed. March 10th at 7pm
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2010 LFE Board of Directors
Lenny Farin (925)736-0610
Mike Gerber (925)248-4306
Dick Locke (925)516-0325
Jerry Crans (510)582-1559
Bill Copeland (925)449-1105
Tom Bilotti (925)820-3347
Ed Becker (925)292-5886

Newsletter Editor and Web Master: Edward Becker
Email: Newsletter@|ferc.com

Newsletter Deadline : Any information to be included in
The Flyer should be submitted to the email listed above
no later than the 25" of the month for inclusion in the
next newsletter. All submissions should be in plain text
or Microsoft Word format. Ariel font 10 point is strongly
preferred. Permission is hereby granted to reproduce
any part of “The Flyer” provided source credit is given.

WEATHER INFORMATION
LFE Field Weather Station
(925) 371-0720

2010 LFE Club Officers

President Lenny Farin
Vice President

Secretary Dick Locke
Treasurer Tom Bilotti
Field Maintenance Chairman Mike Gerber

Membership Chairman Jerry Crans

Librarian

Chief Flight Instructor (CFI) John Jacobs
Safety Officer Skip Martin
Fuel Sales Chairman Mark Isozaki

Submit all Club correspondence via e-mail to
directors@Iferc.com or by mail to:

Livermore Flying Electrons RC Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 2182
Livermore, Ca. 94551




LFE FLIGHT INSTRUCTION PROGRAM

The LFE RC Club has a long history of training new
pilots and providing a friendly and supportive
environment for new pilots. Flight instruction is available
to help you get started, solo, or just improve your flying
skills. All instructors are qualified instructors and
endorsed by the club to provide flight instruction.

Flight instruction and ground school is available to all
LFE members free of charge.

2010 LFE Flight Instructors:

Skip Martin (925)373-0882

John Jacobs— Chief Flight Instructor (CFI)
(925)759-3110

Eric Schellenberger (925)980-9516

Brian Dethier (925)373-6833

Note: The club is always interested in
providing an adequate number of flight
instructors to help new pilots. If you are
interested in becoming a flight instructor,
please contact John Jacobs




From
The Editor

By Ed Becker

LFE Newsletter
Editor

As most of you probably know, we have recently had a
lot of rain at the field. The parking lot was getting pretty
soggy, so we had several loads of gravel delivered.
Thanks to those members who were able to help spread
the gravel. Several sections of the parking lot are still
too soggy to park in, so please be careful to not park in
the marked areas. These areas will be opened up once
the rain stops and the ground dries.

The 2010 NCRCS schedule has been posted on the
Website. This schedule lists most of the events in
Northern California and is very comprehensive.

Club Fuel Sales

The club stocks the following fuel at the field for sale:
Omega 15% ($21 per gallon), Power Master 15% ($21
per gallon), Power Master 20/20 ($29 per gallon) and
30% Cool Power Heli ($32 per gallon) fuel. On Fridays,
see Lenny Farin and on Saturdays see Mark Isozaki to
purchase fuel. Sales are cash only and it is helpful if you
have exact change. A special thanks to Mark Isozaki for
managing the fuel program and for Mike at Hobby Town
in Concord for giving us the great prices on fuel. Please
consider Hobby Town in Concord for your r/c needs.

Next Club Meeting March 10th

The next club meeting is Wednesday, March 10™ at 7pm
at the Livermore Airport terminal building. All members
and guests are invited to attend.

See you at the next meeting and at the field.

-Ed Becker

A Secure Silicone Exhaust Deflector
From the Radio Control Club of Detroit, Clinton
Township, Michigan
by Noel Hunt

The newer breed of engines are great at retaining the
fuel and oil in the engine, discharging it only from the
exhaust outlet. Unfortunately, that outlet often
discharges onto a fuselage side, or a wing surface, and
so we still need to clean the aircraft at the end of the
day’s flying. Such was the case with my Norvel .40. |
tried the standard silicone exhaust deflectors a couple of
times and they did keep the airplane clean, but only for a
flight or two. Then the airplane would land with the
deflector missing and sludge on the fuselage and wing.
Chances of finding the deflectors? Zero!

| devised a neat, simple, inexpensive, solution that
works. And it will work on any muffler that has a smooth
muffler outlet. (Some of the manufacturers are now
including a zip-tie groove in the outlet that serves the
same purpose.) | have since flown the Norvel with the
same deflector for more than 50 flights. So | modified a
few more mufflers and took pictures as | did so.

Step One: What you'll need:

* Appropriate size silicone exhaust deflector for your
muffler, and zip-ties.

« JB Weld.

« Isopropyl alcohol and masking tape.

* Paper towels.

« Short length of 16 or 18-gauge solid copper bell wire.
* Side cutters.

Step Two: Thoroughly clean the muffler outlet using a
clean piece of paper towel and isopropyl alcohol. Do this
three or four times to ensure all the oil is removed.

Step Three: Wrap the copper wire around the muffler
outlet about twice to get a consistent radius for at least
one turn. Remove from the outlet and decrease the
radius slightly for a snug fit on the outlet. (Or you can



wind it around something that has a slightly smaller
diameter—I used an Exacto knife handle.) Cut the ends
so you have just one coil and the ends butt against each
other. If it does not come out just right, repeat until you
get a good fitting copper “o-ring.” (Pictures One and
Two.)

Step Four: Cut a thin strip of masking tape and apply it
to the muffler outlet, leaving only about ¥ inch of the
outlet unmasked. Include a fold-over at the masking
tape’s free end, to facilitate easy removal. (Picture 3.)

Step Five: Mix some JB Weld on a clean piece of
disposable card. Apply a thin layer to the % inch of
exposed muffler outlet. Slide the copper o-ring onto the
outlet and center (about 1/8 inch from the end). Apply
more JB Weld to the outside of the o-ring. (Picture Four.)
Using a clean piece of paper towel, wipe away most of
the JB Weld. (Picture Five.)

Step Six: Carefully remove the masking tape while the
JB Weld is still wet. This is where the fold-over will help.
(Picture Six.) Allow the JB Weld to cure per the

instructions. It is not like 30-minute epoxy; | give it 24
hours.

Step Seven: Install the silicone exhaust deflector on the
muffler outlet and retain it in place with the zip-tie on the
“north side” of the new copper o-ring.

These days my airplane requires very little cleaning, at
least from oil residue. About all | clean is mud splash
when the field is soggy. That's going to be a tougher
problem to solve. Mmm! On second thought, the Avistar
might look good with wheel pants! Q



The Secretary’s
Report

By Dick Locke
LFE Secretary

Minutes of February 10, 2010 meeting.
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by Lenny Farin

Board members present: Lenny Farin, Bill Copeland, Ed
Becker, Tom Bilotti, Jerry Crans, Mike Gerber and Dick
Locke.

Minutes: January 13, 2010 minutes approved, MSC.
Visitors: Travis Gould

Membership: Jerry reports 115 members with several
applicants waiting. The board decided to address the matter
during the 2-10-10 BOD meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: Tom Bilotti reported there are ample
funds for 2010 including the rainy day fund. Two four-yard
loads of gravel for the driveway have been delivered and
paid for, and he will set up a new account this month.
Treasurers report approved, MSC.

Events Chair Report: Les Shovah requested volunteers to
solicit donations of prizes from retailers for LFE fun fly
events this year.

Skip Martin mentioned that there will be no T-34 Racing this
year, but he will submit an LFE field drawing to James
Gayle for a waiver in September 2010, and believes the
Warbird series will continue in 2011.

Fuel Sales Report: Mark Isozaki reports that 15% heli fuel
will be eliminated, but 30% heli fuel will be stocked. 15%
Omega airplane and 20/20% 4 stroke Power Master will
also be stocked. Any questions may be directed to Mark.

CFI Report: John Jacobs has given Travis Gould a courtesy
flight lesson, but Travis is not a member yet.

Safety Officer Report: Skip Martin noticed several unsafe
practices at the field, and has offered the following advice:

1. Starting procedures need a mental checklist, so develop
a safe sequence.

2. Think ahead and be sure the tether is tight before the

engine is started to prevent the plane from moving forward
while kneeling in front of your plane, and maintain your
balance when standing up to avoid contacting the prop,
especially an APC prop.

3. Before starting, turn the TX on first, then the RX. After
the flight, turn the RX off first, then the TX.

4. When starting, keep hands and face away from the prop.

5. During run up, with either electric or internal combustion
power, stand behind the prop line.

6. Before untethering your plane, fasten your TX neck
strap.

7. Finally, flying alone is discouraged, but if you do, open
the TX shack so the land line phone is readily available if
you need to call for help.

Lenny mentioned that there is a first aid kit in the TX shack

Field Maintenance Report: Mike Gerber recommended
installing a gate to replace the stairs over the fence. There
were several good ideas and the BOD will talk it over after
the meeting.

Unfinished Business: Les Shovah is finalizing the last
phase of the weather station.

Ron Evans described an article on EZ Star combat models
that claims they're easy to fly, depending on modifications
to the model. They are all electric and it's a contact sport,
S0 expect plenty of excitement. He has several interested
members on board and if you're interested, give Ron a call.

Lenny Farin said the field lease renewal is due in June
2010.

Dennis Powers’ medical supply source is stocked, and LFE
should have an assortment of bandages in about two
weeks.

Eric Hovland will head up the runway petromat extension
project.

The 2010 fun fly expenses are estimated to be
approximately $900. Les Shovah will get prices for a
selection of prizes and event supplies before any decisions
are made.

Chris Larson made an excellent suggestion to hold an LFE
swap meet, but Skip said the last one failed to attract many
participants. It was put to a vote and rejected, MSC.

New Business: Ed Becker will follow up on an “available”
sign across the street from the field on Raymond road to
determine if it there will be consequences for LFE.



Show and Tell: Lenny Farin brought his new Easy Star 62"
span electric with an Inrunner motor. The wing is a two
piece plug in elliptical profile with upswept wing tips. A
dowel spar slips into the wings with covers that snap into
place. The all foam construction is white with silver wings
and stab. The pusher fuselage resembles a Republic
Seabee, and the battery is located under the nose cowl.
Lenny installed a nice looking custom tail dragger landing
gear.

A novel feature is the telemetry system that constantly
transmits the condition of all three batteries, and total
voltage to a small LCD hand held receiver. As a glider type
model, this should be fun to fly.

Refreshments courtesy of: LFE

Meeting adjourned at: 8:18 PM, MSC

Next Meeting: March10, 2010

LFE Secretary’s Report by Dick Locke
Minutes of February 10, 2010 Board of Directors meeting
Meeting called to order at 8:35 PM by Lenny Farin, MSC.

Board members present: Lenny Farin, Ed Becker, Tom
Bilotti, Jerry Crans, Mike Gerber, Bill Copeland and Dick
Locke.

Tom Bilotti requested that club meetings be more structured
and to the point. He will also open the reserve funds
account next week.

Lenny asked Ed to get a list of materials and cost estimates
to install the petromat runway extension. Eric Hovland and
Les Shovah will research sources. Ed and Bill will review
before presenting their results to the BOD.

Mike Gerber will change the combination on the gate lock at
Raymond Rd .

Mike will check into a suitable spring loaded gate that
opens outward only and locks from the inside. This gate will
replace the wooden stairs over the fence.

LFE received a late renewal from a member, and Lenny
will resolve.

Ed plans to check on the purpose of the “Available” sign
across the street from the field.

Meeting adjourned by Lenny at 9:15 PM. MSC



Located conveniently between the N. Livermore Ave and S. Vasco Rd. Exits off of Highway 580

4455 Raymond Rd.
Livermore, Ca.

Livermore Flying Electrons RC Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 2182
Livermore, CA 94551

Web Address: http://www.lferc.com
Email: directors@lferc.com




Livermore Flying Electrons RC Club, Inc.

Membership Application / Renewal Form 2010
Web Site: http://www.Iferc.com

The Livermore Flying Electrons (LFE) promotes the hobby/sport of radio controlled aircraft and helicopters limited to weights
less than 55 pounds. We are located in the city of Livermore, CA and sanctioned by the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA — our
insurance provider). To become a LFE member, you must be a current member of the AMA and submit an application for membership
to the club.

Membership and Fees

New membership applications arriving after Sept 30 will have dues credited to the approaching year (Note: an updated application
and copy of the new year AMA card needs to be sent by year end for AMA insurance purposes even though the original

application is only a few months old). New member applications require a check for $210.

Membership Fees Open Membership (18 and older) Junior Membership (under 18)
Yearly renewal Dues postmarked by Dec 31 $60 $30.00

Yearly renewal Dues postmarked after Jan 1 $70

Initiation Fee (new members) $150 none

Mandatory information:

Last Name: First: Middle Initial:
Address: City: Zip:

AMA Number: Fax: Phone: ()
Number of years flying experience E-Mail: Cell Phone ()

LFE distributes meeting notices and the newsletters via e-mail. If you don’t have a working e-mail you will miss important club
information. LFE maintains a club roster for club and member use only. In addition, contact information (phone and email address) is
available on the Members-Only login page of the website. It is NOT available to the general public

Include my contact information in the Members-Only section of the website(circle one) l[Yes | [No [ ]

Please list the aircraft radio channels you use:

As an AMA chartered club, all members with flying privileges or guest of members who will be operating aircraft at the field or
requesting access to the flight line area are required to hold current AMA membership. Validation of current AMA membership is a copy
of your AMA card, which will be held on record for the current membership year. Membership cards and gate lock combinations for

the club will not be issued and applications for me mbership will not be processed without current AMA membership

validation.

| hereby request membership in the Livermore Flying Electrons Radio Control Club, Inc (the “Club”). | have read and
understand both the LFE field rules and AMA rules and agree to comply with them. | hereby assume all risk of use of
Club property, and waive any claim for injury to my person and property, and release the Club and each and every
member thereof for damages arising from or connected with any injury to my person or property while on any Club
property, and/or while using any Club property. This is intended as a full and complete release of all liability of any nature
whatsoever for all damage, injury, loss, and/or expense, including any consequential expense, loss or damage, whether
the same are now known or unknown, expected or unexpected by the undersigned.

Signed: Date:
Signature of Parent or Guardian Date:
(if under age 18 (or 19 if in high school).

Make checks payable to: Livermore Flying Electrons Radio Control Club, Inc.
Mail this application along with the applicable fee S

and a copy of your AMA identification card to: M andato ry:

. . . Attach a copy of your Valid AMA
Livermore Flying Electrons Radio Control Club, Inc. card or validation certificate here:
Livermore, CA 94551
Confirm E-Mall

Last Revised: 1-22-2010




